
November 10, 2010 
 
David Deisley 
Executive Vice President 
Corporate Affairs and General Counsel 
Goldcorp Inc. 
666 Burrard St., Park Place, Suite 3400 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada 
 
 Re: Sign-on Letter to Guatemalan President Colom, Requesting the Closure of the Marlin Mine 
 
Dear Mr. Deisley: 
 
After reviewing your letter, dated October 21, 2010, we believe our sign-on letter provides an accurate 
interpretation of international law and correctly describes publicly available information.   
 
It is unclear from your letter precisely which statements Goldcorp alleges to be false.  Your letter quotes 
two sentences from our current sign-on letter, one of which is quoted both inaccurately and 
incompletely.  Your letter then includes a broad and unqualified statement that the quoted sentences 
are false.   
 
The first quoted sentence includes three statements:  (1) that the government has not complied with 
the precautionary measures requested by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR); (2) 
that mine operations continue; and (3) that communities around the mine continue to suffer from its 
activity. With respect to the second of these statements, your letter acknowledges and demonstrates 
that mine operations are ongoing, which fact we consider beyond dispute.  Your letter does not address 
the third statement—that communities around the mine continue to suffer from its activity.   
 
With respect to the first statement, that the government has not complied with the precautionary 
measures requested by the IACHR, your letter states Goldcorp’s view that Guatemala is in compliance 
with these measures.  We do not share this view.  The precautionary measures issued by the IACHR on 
May 20, 2010 “asked the State of Guatemala to suspend mining of the Marlin I project and other 
activities related to the concession granted to the company Goldcorp/Montana Exploradora de 
Guatemala S.A.”1  The precautionary measures were issued under Article 25 of the Commission’s Rules 
of Procedure, which are designed to prevent irreparable harm to persons or to the subject matter of the 
proceedings.  The IACHR did not ask the Government of Guatemala to initiate an administrative process 
to undertake its own review of the evidence, nor do we view such a process as consistent with the 
precautionary nature of the measures given that petitioners maintain that the mining has produced 
grave consequences for the life, personal integrity, environment, and property of the affected 
indigenous people. In allowing the mine’s continued operation for more than five months, Guatemala 
has failed to implement fully the precautionary measures in a way that prevents these harms.  As long as 
mining continues at Marlin I, Guatemala will continue to be out of compliance with the IACHR’s 
recommendations and, accordingly, with Guatemala’s commitments under international law.    
 

                                                           
1
 http://www.cidh.oas.org/medidas/2010.eng.htm 
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We note that the quotation from our sign-on letter regarding the September 21st discharge of water at 
the Marlin mine does not reflect the current version of the letter and omits a relevant phrase of the 
sentence.  That sentence reads in full: “On September 21, Goldcorp took advantage of this hesitation 
and dumped untested and unauthorized drainage water from the tailings ponds into a local river causing 
the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources to open a penal suit against the company.”  Read 
in its entirety, we believe the meaning of this sentence is clear: the government has instituted a criminal 
complaint against Goldcorp for the untested and unauthorized discharge of water from the tailings pond  
into the Quivichil River.   
 
Nonetheless, we are willing to modify the sentence to read, “On September 28, 2010, the Ministry of 
Environment and Natural Resources filed a criminal complaint against Goldcorp for discharging water 
from the tailings pond into a local river without its approval.”  We will post the revised sign-on letter on 
the Democracy in Action website and distribute it through the same email lists as the original.  We will 
also post both your letter and this reply to our websites. 
 
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact us.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kris Genovese 
Senior Attorney 
Center for International Environmental Law 
kgenovese@ciel.org 
 
Caitlin Dunklee 
US Mining Organizer 
Network In Solidarity with the People of Guatemala 
caitlin@nisgua.org 
 
Grahame Russell & Annie Bird 
Rights Action co-directors 
info@rightsaction.org / annie@rightsaction.org 


